Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 11934 040956Z 

17 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 10-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO 

EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 

USIE-00 INRE-00 /092 W 

089784 

OR040918Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1014 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USEC BRUSSELS 406 
AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 1 1934 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, IN 

SUB J : HMS GENERAL SECRETARY MAHESH DESAI FORCED OUT 

1. THE WORKING COMMITTEE OF THE HMS MEETING IN NEW DELHI 
AUGUST 31 PASSED A "NO CONFIDENCE" MOTION AGAINST GENERAL 
SECRETARY MAHESH DESAI. EXCEPT FOR DESAI, ALL THOSE IN 
ATTENDUACE - 19 OF THE 27 MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE - 

ARE MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS (R) PARTY. THE VOTE WAS 17 
TO 1 WITH DESAI APPARENTLY NOT VOTING. THE COMMITTEE THEN 
NAMED HMS VICE PRESIDENT NATWAR LAL SHAH AS GENERAL SEC- 
RETARY "PRO TEM" AND AGREED TO SHIFT THE HEADQUARTERS 
FROM BOMBAY TO DELHI. 
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RAGUNATHA REDDY IS BEHIND THIS MOVE. DESAI AND REDDY HAVE 
FOR SOME TIME MADE NO ATTEMPT TO HIDE THEIR DISLIKE FOR 
EACH OTHER. IN ADDITION, DESAI HAS BEEN CONSPICUOUS FOR 
HIS LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR THE STATE OF EMERGENCY, AND 
THIS WAS UNDOUBTEDLY USED AGAINST HIM BY THE CONGRESS- 
MEN WHO CONTROL THE WORKING COMMITTEE. 

3. THE CONSTITUTION OF THE HMS DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR THE 
REMOVAL OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY BETWEEN CONVENTIONS. 
THE ONLY RECOURSE WOULD APPEAR TO BE A SPECIAL CONVEN- 
TION. DESPITE THE APPARENT "ILLEGALITY" OF THE MOVE, 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT DESAI IS OUT, AS THERE IS NOWHERE 
HE CAN PROTEST. WITH DESAI'S OUSTER, THE LAST VES- 
TIGES OF HMS' CLAIM TO BE POLITICALLY INDEPENDENT HAVE 
DISAPPEARED. THE HMS IS NOW, FOR ALLINTENTS AND PUR- 
POSES, LIKE THE INTUC, I.E., UNDER THE TUTELAGE, IF 
NOT THE DIRECTION, OF THE CONGRESS PARTY. 

4. SHAH, LIKE MANY IN THE HMS, IS A FORMER MEMBER OF THE PRE- 
SOCIALIST PARTY. HE WAS GENERAL SECRETARY 

OF THE CONGRESS (R) PARTY IN GUIARAT AND WAS RECENTLY 
DEFEATED IN HIS BID FOR ELECTION TO THE STATE LEGIS- 
LATURE. 

5. SUGGEST THE DEPARTMENT INFORM THE AFL-CIO OF 
DESAI'S OUSTER IN VIEW OF THE INVITATION TO HIM TO ATTEND 
THE SAN FRANCISCO CONVENTION. 

SAXBE 
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